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Believing, Behaving, Becoming Like Christ                                                                January 11, 2023 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

 I hope everyone had a great Christmas and New Year.  I know that the time we spend with 
family and friends during the holidays is always busy but also fulfilling and fun.  Hopefully, we are all 
starting to now settle back into the realities of life.  From a church perspective, that might mean 
reflecting on how we can be more committed as we begin the new year. 
 I am not someone who normally sets New Year's resolutions.  I mentioned in church last 
week, that in the past, when I have done that, they usually don’t last.  Having said that, I do 
recognize that there is something about starting a new year with new commitments.  I know I have 
mentioned some of these things in the past, especially during special times of the year like Lent and 
Advent, but we can never be reminded too much of the importance of being committed and 
intentional when it comes to how we live the Christian life. 
 First, I would like to encourage all of our new leaders to make a conscious decision to be 
committed to all the things you have agreed to do this coming calendar year.  We had a great 
recognition service in church last week for all our new leaders.  That is not something we do just to 
check a box and say we did it.  Rather, it is a meaningful time for you as leaders to publicly affirm 
your commitment to your calling and for the church to pray and ask God to bless and equip you for 
the work you’ve been called to do.  Take it seriously. 
 For the rest of us, even if you are not serving officially in some sort of leadership capacity, it is 
still important that you think about commitment as well.  Some of the obvious things that we should 
be thinking about are regular church attendance, daily Bible reading and prayer, and being involved 
more fully in the life of the church.  But, consider going a step further.  Watch the online devotions 
and Bible studies, come to the in person Bible study if you can, pray regularly for the church and for 
the people on our prayer list.  There are all sorts of things that we can do better and more 
consistently than we have in the past.  If you pray and ask God to show you, God will make evident 
the things that you need to commit to. 

                       - Peace and Grace, Reece 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2023 Leader Information 
The 2023 Church Leaders were dedicated last Sunday, January 8th.  Copies of the leadership and 
committees are available on the sign-up desk in the hallway. Please use it to pray for one another as 
you serve together in the coming year. 

 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 
     The presentation for CWF Blankets has been moved to Sunday, January 22, and will be given at 
both services. The blankets are provided to those in crisis situations including floods, hurricanes/
tornadoes, fires and displacement.  The blankets cost $10 and have been used not only for warmth, 
but bedding, shelter and for carrying items. Your gifts are appreciated. 
     Also, that same afternoon, at 2:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall, the Program Committees (Chairs & 
Committee members) will meet to discuss their ministries for the year, so please plan to attend.  
These committees include: Christian Education, Community Outreach, Disciples Outreach, 
Evangelism, Membership, Stewardship & Finance, and Worship.  
     If the additional committees (Investments, Memorials, New Building, Staff Relations) wish to meet 
that same date and time, they may do so or set up separate dates/times. Please let the office know 
in order to schedule on the church calendar. Thank you. 



“SPLINTERS” from the BOARD 
At the first meeting of the Executive Board, Jacob 
Thomas opened with prayer and Edna Creech gave a 
devotion on “Religious Focus: What Is It?” 
Reports were received as follows:  
· The use of Church Credit Cards was discussed. It is 

important for all receipts to be turned in to Cheryl in 
the church office so that we may keep accurate 
accounts of which committee is to be debited. 

· It is important for the person depositing the money bag 
on Sunday morning to be sure the bag goes all the 
way into the safe. 

· Rev. Reece is beginning his Doctor of Ministry studies 
this week. In new business, it was approved to set 
aside $10,000 for his education expense. 

· The youth group has begun a new series on prayer. 
God’s Gang will start their new semester on February 
1st and February 5th will be Youth Sunday.  

· Christian Education reported that we currently have 
Sunday School Classes for Pre-K-1st, 2nd-5th, Jr/High 
and two Adult Classes: Open Door and New Horizons. 
Vacation Bible School this year will be held July 17th-
21st. 

· Blanket Sunday will be presented on January 22nd and 
our help with school supplies will take place in 
January. We will be sending $800. For 2022 & 2023 to 
Beth Hansel for Hopes & Dreams from our Back to 
School Shoe Project. (Community Outreach) 

· The Yard Sign Project (being put away for winter) has 
been a success with other churches expressing an 
interest in the effort. We had a “Holiday in the Park” 
display. (Evangelism)  

· Proposed Budget was presented to the congregation 
at both services on 11/20/22 and approved. Plan of 
Giving Forms were included in the bulletins. 
(Stewardship/Finance)  

· The Worship Committee is looking for more volunteers 
to do the Children’s Sermon on Sunday mornings. 

· The Trustees reported the part to repair the Elevator 
has been ordered. 

· It was pointed out that the drawings located in the 
church for the new building are just rough drawings 
and the actual building size and description will still 
depend on the dollar amount goal and  amount raised. 
(New Building) 

 

Thank You! 
Dear ones, God has blessed me with so many people 
that care - the lady who supplied the list, the two big 
books to color, pencil sharpeners and batteries - the 
ladies who took time to shop - the hands that put the gift 
bag of things to keep me busy on my table Christmas 
day. Things to enjoy all year long. Thanks to all - take 
care.                             - Love & prayers, Joyce Wilcoxon 

 

Thank you so much for your Love Offering. Your 
generosity continues to amaze me.               - Jim Mathis 
 

To all of you at FCC, Thank you all so very much for the 
Love Offering.  We really appreciate it.                     

                               - Thanks again, Betty & Linda 
 

Dear FCC, Thank you for the Love Offering and the 
Christmas cards!                                  - With love, Cheryl 

Paris Healthcare: Martha Stephen, 
 Mary Lou Adams, Richard Melendez 
 

Pleasant Meadows: Dorothy Waltz, 
  Brandon Bell, Linda Driver 

 

    Continue prayers for: Greg Terry, Janice 
Nicholson, Randy Creech, Denise Craig, Louise 
Bridwell, Cynthia Faulk, Sammy Milam, Brittany 
Waters, Kenny McCain, Shirley Ross, Corky 
Davdison, Vera Pratt, John Sanchez 
     Hospitalized: Nancy Weger, Paris 

   
-- all those dedicated last Sunday 
and serving in 2023; 
-- Pete Templeton for the 8:00 
accompaniment; 

-- Jacob Thomas for the Children’s Sermon; 
-- the Trustees for the salted sidewalks for 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services; 
-- Jenneane McDaniel for making the delicious 
food for the end-of-year Wednesday Folder 
Appreciation Lunch; 
-- all those who participated in the Advent medi- 
tation and candlelighting; 
-- the Peel family for flowers in memory of loved 
ones. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BECOMING LIKE CHRIST 
“Wash and make yourselves clean. Take your 
evil deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong. 
Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the 
oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; 
plead the case of the widow.”       Isaiah 1:16-17 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

JANUARY PRAYER 
Dear Lord, Help me to put the love and 
kindness that You have shown me back into the 
world.  Help me change and evolve to serve 
You better.  Thank you Lord for all the gifts You 
have given us in this life. Amen. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DAILY DEVOTIONS / BIBLE STUDY 
Daily Devotions by Reece are recorded on the 
FCCParis facebook site Monday-Friday. An 
online Bible Study is offered in the evening. 
 

DAILY BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 
Copies of a daily Bible-reading schedule are 
available on the sign-up desk in the hallway to 
read through the Bible in a year. Pick up a copy! 

 
HISTORIAN BOOK 

Cathy Clawson is our Historian and will be 
finishing the 2022 Historian book shortly. So, if 
you have any pictures or clippings you would 
like added, please give them to her or drop 
them off at the office. 



JANUARY CIRCLES 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER: meets on Thursday,  
Jan. 12, at 6:00 PM. 
FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE: is set to meet on 
Tuesday, Jan. 17, at 2:00 PM in the parlor. 
KOINONIA CIRCLE: will meet on Thursday, Jan. 
19, at 9:00 AM in the church kitchen. 
 

CARTONS & BAGS 
The Food Pantry is still taking Styrofoam egg 
cartons (12 count) and Walmart plastic bags. 
You may drop off your donations at the church. 
 

DISCIPLE MEN’S BREAKFAST 
All men are invited to the breakfast held every 
third Saturday of the month in the Fellowship 
Hall. This month it will be on Saturday, Jan. 21, 
at 8:00 AM.  Sign-up in the hallway! 
 

NECESSARY BOOKKEEPING 
Dear Church Family, It’s the beginning of a new 
church year and we need the help of ALL who 
use the church charge card and church 
accounts to keep our financial records accurate.  
Anytime anyone uses the charge card or makes 
a charge on an FCC account at a business, it is 
NECESSARY TO TURN IN THE RECEIPT for 
that purchase to Cheryl Clark, in the office, 
ALONG WITH YOUR SIGNATURE AND WHAT 
COMMITTEE OR GROUP IS SPENDING THAT 
MONEY. When the bill comes in to the church, 
Cheryl completes an input form with the 
information required for bookkeeping records 
and in order for a check to be written for 
payment by Thiel Accounting. David Dick, our 
Treasurer, then signs the checks, and the 
checks are sent out for payment. This occurs 
twice a month, on the 15th and last day (or 
closest business day). So, please do not hold on 
to receipts and cause FCC to incur late fees. In 
this way, when we are getting the financial 
reports ready for our board meetings, your 
cooperation will help us provide accurate 
records from which the account money was 
spent.  
   Also, if you need to turn in anything to the 
office, always put it in the bottom left box labeled 
“Office”.  That’s where Cheryl collects everything 
she needs to work on. All the other boxes are 
labeled with their committee or group name and 
each committee/group will find their mail in that 
box. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
A few 2023 Offering Envelopes are still out on 
the table in the hallway for those who are signed 
up to use them.   

 
 
 

Happy New Year from 412 Youth!!  
 
We finished 2022 with the series on Power of 
Testimonies with Jacob Thomas sharing. Thank 
you Jacob for your willingness!! We started a 
series called What is Prayer? this past Sunday.  
 
This upcoming weekend I am taking the kids, 
along with Dan Smittkamp, to SpringHill Camps in 
Evart, Michigan. The kids had a blast last year 
and it's actually the winter retreat I grew up going 
to! It's so cool to get to experience it now as an 
adult!  
 
The kids have started preparing for youth Sunday 
and I am really excited to share this experience 
with the church again this year. I am so grateful to 
work at a church who prioritizes and values 
youth!  
 
Upcoming Events:  
Jan 13-15 - SpringHill 
Jan 15 - No youth group 
Jan 22 - 5pm - Senior meeting for seniors 
preaching on youth Sunday  
Jan 22 - Youth group 6-8pm 
Jan 29 - Youth group 6-8pm  
 
Scripture Readers:  
Jan 15 - Steven West 
22 - Drew Templeton  
29 - Taylor Shewey  
Feb 5 - Youth Sunday  
12 - Ethan Vice  
 
Coffee Bar:  
Jan 15 - Steven West 
22 - Graham Templeton 
29 - Taylor Shewey 
Feb 5 - Carlee Longest 
12 - Ethan Vice  
19 - Lily Smittkamp  

- Faith Milam, Youth Director 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 
 
GOD’S GANG & CROSSROADS 

A planning meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
January 18, at 4:00 PM.  This semester is slated 
to begin on Wednesday, February 1. Registration 
forms will be available soon. 
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MISSION STATEMENT First Christian Church’s mission is 
to grow disciples who are:   
 

   “Believing in Christ, 
Behaving as Christ, 

Becoming like Christ” 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

OFFERING TOTAL             Dec. 18     Dec. 24/25       Jan. 1,‘23 
General Fund $9,861.50 $12,553.00*�♦ $13,759.10♦ 
Sunday School 16.00   
God’s Gang 50.00  25.00 
Offering Envelopes 50.00  62.00 
Food Pantry   30.00♦ 
Love Offering 1,395.00  20.00♦ 
Salvation Army 500.00   
PMF / Yth Fund 500.00 30.00 
Scarecrow Fund 10.00   
Disciples Mission 435.00 605.00* 250.00 
Wk of Compassion  50.00*  
Christmas Offering 257.00 575.00 30.00♦ 
Thanksgiving Offering 25.00  
Life Center 2,125.00� 305.00* 275.00 
Library Remodel 180.00 100.00 400.00 
Church Bus Fund 110.00  225.00♦ 
Building Usage 400.00 
Scholarship Fund 750.00  1,500.00♦ 
Permanent Fund 1,000.00 30.00 
Building Fund      1,380.00     4,340.00           230.00 
TOTAL $19,044.50� $18,588.00*�♦ $16,806.10♦ 
 

*Electronic Giving ~ �PayPal ~ ♦End-of-Year Giving included 

 

SERVING SCHEDULE: Jan. 15 continued...   
JR. DEACONS: Team #3, Sammy Milam, Capt. 
DEACONESS: Bev McCain 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Jenny McMahan 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: Candi Milam 
PROJECTION/SOUND: Tony Peel 
NURSERY ATTENDANT: Cathy Clawson 
JAN. USHERS: 8:00 - Roger Faulk 
                    10:00 - Tammy Terry, Bill Young 
JAN. FRIENDSHIP VISITOR: Jacob & Emily Thomas 
SCRIPTURE READER: Steven West 
SCRIPTURE: I Timothy 3:1-13 
SERMON: “Qualifications for Leadership” 
 
 

SERVING SCHEDULE:  January 22 - Blanket Sun. 
8:00 AM: GREETER: TBA 
           ELDER: Dan Smittkamp 
           DEACONESS: Haley Sanders 
           PIANIST: Kathy Peel 
9:00 AM: Sunday School & Coffee Bar 
10:00 AM: GREETER: TBA 
WORSHIP ELDER: Ellen Webb 
BREAD ELDER: Cody Vaughn 
DEACONS: Team 1, Dustin Whitezel, Capt. 
JR. DEACONS: Team #1. Ethan Smittkamp, Capt. 
DEACONESS: Emily Thomas 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Faith Milam 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: Tammy Terry 
SCRIPTURE READER: Drew Templeton 
SCRIPTURE: I Timothy 3:14-16 
SERMON: “The Key to Godly Living”  

SERVING SCHED:  January 15, 2023 
8:00 AM: GREETER: TBA 
           ELDER: Troy Sanders 
           DEACONESS: Gloria Magers 
           PIANIST: Evie Gill 
9:00 AM: Sunday School & Coffee Bar 
10:00 AM: GREETER: Jacob & Emily Thomas 
WORSHIP ELDER: Candi Milam 
BREAD ELDER: Kim Woods 
DEACONS: Team 3, Patty Waters, Capt. 

ATTENDANCE 
We count because you count 

Dec. 18:  8:00-42   10:00-86    Online-views 37/56* 
                 Nursery-0 = TOTAL 184*   SS = 18 

 

Dec. 24:  7:00 PM-175   Online-views 76/114* = 289 
 
 

Dec. 25:  9:00-75    Nursery-0   Online-views 59/89* 
                 = TOTAL 164*  No SS 

 

Jan. 1:  9:00-68   Nursery-4    Online-views 28/42* 
                 = TOTAL 114*  No SS 

 

*Per CCIW Regional Office: to allow for additional people watching 
electronically, the formula is - view count x 1.5 


