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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

 In less than two weeks, we will begin the season of Advent.  During this time of the year, 
Christians engage in a two-fold celebration and expectation.  On one hand we will celebrate the first 
coming of Jesus as a human child, born into this world to be our savior.  On the other hand, we wait 
expectantly for his second coming, sometime in the future, as King.  The key is to find a way to do 
both and to find the right balance between the two.  There is no question that the time leading up to 
Christmas is fun and exciting.  Like many people, I love this time of year.  But like many of you as 
well, I have to be intentional to make sure that I don’t lose my focus and spend all my time  
focusing on Christmas at the expense of the need to use this time of year as an opportunity for 
spiritual growth. 
 I hope you will take advantage of all that is going on at church during Advent so you can 
experience it in its fullest.  Faith Milam, our children’s minister, will be preaching on the first Sunday 
in Advent, November 27th.  Traditionally, during Advent, on the four Sundays leading up to 
Christmas, we will focus on hope, peace, love, and joy.  This allows us to think in a diverse way 
about who we are as God’s people and how we are to live in such a way that we make a difference 
in the lives of others.  All four of these themes should be characteristic of one who is a faithful 
follower of Jesus Christ.  I hope to see you during this season at church. 

 Grace and Peace, 
              Reece 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ã CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS ã 
This coming Sunday, November 20, there will be a Congregational Meeting following each service to 
approve the nominees, appointees, and budget for 2023. We ask all members to please attend. 
 
 
 
 
 

During our recent Stewardship & Finance meeting we discussed electronic giving.  One of the 
committee members mentioned the non-visibility of putting money in the offering and how it might 
affect children as givers.  Teaching children to tithe is an important part of their faith education that 
we often overlook.  We want to encourage our children to give a tithe and offering because it’s an 
important part of obeying God.  “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will 
not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6)  We recognize that everything we have came from God.  We can 
encourage this in our children by example:  Are we givers?  Are we generous with our time and 
material possessions?  God desires us to give from the heart.  We invite you to be faithful examples 
and dedicate your intended giving for 2023.  Enclosed you will find a 2023 “Plan of Giving” insert to 
cut apart - one part to fill out and turn in, the other to fill out and keep for your records.  Additional 
copies will be available this coming Sunday in the bulletin, and online at the church website. 
 

The Advent Season to Christmas 
During the Advent Season, from November 27-December 24, we will have traditional decorations, 
add a Chrismon to the Chrismon tree, provide a “Congregational Christmas Card” for everyone to 
sign, sing Christmas carols during worship, have the Advent candlelighting during worship, provide 
an Advent Devotional (this year the title is, “Joy To the World”), celebrate Christmas Eve with a 
special program, and have one service at 9:00 AM on Christmas Day (a scaled down service, more 
along the lines of the 8:00 worship).  All these items, events, and plans are to help you grow through 
the season in Hope, Peace, Love and Joy.  It is also the perfect time to invite others to worship! 



“SPLINTERS” FROM THE BOARD 
At the November Board Meeting, Jacob Thomas 
opened with a devotion entitled, “Broken Made 
Beautiful.”  Reports were received as follows: 
· Rev. Reece plans to pursue his Doctorate of 
Ministry. A pastoral education fund is available to 
assist with this. 
· The youth group is finishing their study of 
testimonials and will begin a new series in 
January dealing with prayer. God’s Gang and 
Crossroads are going great with 30 kids 
attending regularly. 
· The Sock-It-To-Me project collected over 400 
pairs of socks for local pre-schoolers. The 
Community Outreach ministry is sending $500 to 
Shop with a Cop (This will replace our Head, 
Hands, and Heart project.) and $300 to our local 
sheriff’s department for drug and safety programs 
in the schools. 
· The Yard Sign project has been good. The 
signs will be put away at the end of December 
and available again in the spring. (Evangelism) 
·  The proposed 2023 budget was approved and 
will be presented on November 20th at the 
congregational meetings for congregational 
approval. (Stewardship/Finance) 
· The 2023 nominees and appointments were 
approved to go on for congregational approval. 
·  The new building monies have been invested 
in brokered CD’s. (Investment) 
· A bid was approved for the repair of the 
elevator. (Trustees) 
· It was agreed that Faith Milam will be 
compensated for any sermons that she preaches 
after two. The amount of compensation will be 
determined after conferring with the regional 
office. (Staff Relations) 
· The Worship Committee reported that we will 
continue with both an 8 and 10 o’clock worship 
service. They will consider one service at 9 
o’clock during the summer at a later date. 
· Preliminary plans for the new building were 
shared. (New Building) 

 
GIVING TREES 

The Circle of Light is sponsoring the “Giving 
Trees” again this year. They will be out after 
services on Nov. 27. The ornaments on the tree 
come in 2 parts: one with the individual’s first 
name, which should be attached to the gift bag; 
the second with the items requested or needed. 
Please put all items in a gift bag - do not wrap, as 
the recipients have difficulty opening wrapped 
items. The gift bags will be due back by 
Wednesday, December 14. Thank you for 
helping with this outreach! 

Paris Healthcare: Martha Stephen 
                    Mary Lou Adams 
                             Richard Melendez 
Pleasant Meadows: Dorothy Waltz   

                                                                       Brandon Bell 
    Home from Hospital:  Chantell Whitezel 
    Continue prayers for: Greg Terry, Janice 
Nicholson, Randy Creech, Cassie Waltz, 
Denise Craig, Louise Bridwell, Cynthia Faulk, 
Sammy Milam, Brittany Waters 
     Our sympathies to Jessica Hendrickson on 
the passing of her grandmother. 

   
-- Peg Dixon & Pete Templeton for 
the 8:00 accompaniment; 
-- Cindy Mathis & Jacob Thomas 
for the Children’s Sermons; 

-- all those who are putting up FCC Yard signs! 
-- Troy Sanders & Glenda Berry for the 
Thanksgiving Offering Minute for Mission; 
-- all those who went to the youth “Fields of 
Faith” event at PHS; 
-- all those who donated socks to the “Sock It 
To Me” project and to the Community Outreach 
Committee for delivering them. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BECOMING LIKE CHRIST 
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you were called 
to peace. And be thankful.”      - Colossians 3:15 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NOVEMBER PRAYER 
Lord, we pray that You will help us remember 
Your kingdom is not coming with things that can 
be observed; for in fact, Your kingdom is among 
us. Amen. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
Daily Devotions by Reece are recorded on the 
FCCParis facebook site Monday-Friday.  
 

THANKSGIVING OFFERING 
The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the Colleges, 
Universities, Seminaries, and Divinity Houses 
affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). These learning communities are an 
extension of the church, challenging students to 
understand and respond to God’s call to serve. You 
are invited to give a gift of support to the 
Thanksgiving Offering. 
 

FCC YARD  SIGNS 
There will continue to be FCC Yard Signs 
available every 2 weeks as they are brought in 
for others to sign-out for the following 2 weeks. 
Thank you for being a part of this ongoing, low-
key effort at spreading the good news offered 
by our Evangelism Committee.   



CIRCLE MEETING 
KOINONIA CIRCLE: meets Thursday, Nov. 17, 
at 9:00 AM in the church kitchen. Peg Dixon is 
hostess; Saunny Preston is bringing the lesson. 
 

ANNIVERSARY CARD CELEBRATION 
For those of you who remember former 
members, Bud & Lois Addis, their family is 
having a card celebration for their 65th Wedding 
Anniversary on November 28th.  Please send to: 
9519 Northern Oaks Court, Noblesville, IN 
46060.   (Information provided by the Hamilton’s) 
 

COMMUNITY ADVENT CHOIR 
Rehearsals for the Community Advent Choir 
continue at the Presbyterian Church at 7:00 PM 
each evening on the following dates: Tuesday, 
Nov. 22; Tuesday, Nov. 29; and Thursday, Dec. 
1.  The Community Advent Service will be held 
Sunday, Dec. 4 at 3:00 PM at the Presbyterian 
Church. 
 

DISCIPLE MEN’S BREAKFAST 
For November, the Disciples Men will be going 
to the Red Oak Inn on the 19th, at 8:00 AM.  
Sign-up by today so they can let the Inn know 
how many will be eating. Cost is $12. 
 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING 
FCC will be bell ringing at Walmart on Saturday, 
Dec. 3, from 8:00 AM-5:00 PM.  A sign-up sheet 
is in the hallway on the sign-up desk for one 
hour time slots. Please sign-up! 
 

KNITTERS & CROCHETERS 
Will not meet the last Friday of November, but 
will meet the following Friday, December 2, at 
1:30 PM at one of the knitter’s homes. See 
Berniece Hayes for information. 
 

OUTREACH PROJECTS UPDATE 
There were so many socks donated to the “Sock 
It To Me” project for Head Start that each Head 
Start child received 4 pairs of socks and there 
were still enough extra to give socks to all the 
preschool classes in town! Another outreach 
project, multiplication flashcards, are being given 
out to all third grade classes as well. These are 
just a few of the ministries of the Community 
Outreach through your giving. Thank you so 
much for your generosity!  
 

“THE SECRET PLACE” 
The winter edition of “The Secret Place” 
devotionals are available at the back of the 
sanctuary and in the hallway entry. Pick up a 
copy for yourself and a copy to share. 

 
 
 

Hello from 412!! Fall is here and I am loving it 
Good morning, afternoon, evening from 412 
Youth!  
 
The past few weeks have been filled with 
wonderful youth group gatherings. We continued 
with the power of testimonies series and heard 
from Barbara and David Dick. They shared about 
their life as Christians and even an awesome 
book recommendation for the kids! The students 
also enjoyed a night of testimony, worship, and 
fellowship at the Fields of Faith event at PHS. 
Shoutout to our own Ethan Vice for leading some 
of the worship, Emmy Barrett for the closing 
prayer, and Abby Sanders and Carlee Longest for 
serving as greeters. 
 
The upcoming season of advent has me hopeful 
and anticipating as the Christmas season draws 
nearer and nearer. I am excited to share in 
experiences of Christmas caroling with the kids 
and spending time with them over the Christmas 
break.  
 
Until then..Upcoming Events:  
Nov. 20 - Normal youth group 6-8pm @ FCC - 
Cardboard testimony night  
Nov. 27 - Normal youth group 6-8pm @ FCC - 
Jacob Thomas sharing  
Dec. 4 & 11 - No youth group due to high school 
activities  
Dec. 18 - Christmas cookies and caroling - 
meet @ FCC at 3pm  

- Faith Milam, Youth Director 
 
Coffee Bar: 
Nov 20: Carlee Longest  
       27: Mya Smittkamp  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

GOD’S GANG & CROSSROADS 
God’s Gang/Crossroads will start at 2:30 PM as 
there is an early dismissal today, Nov. 16.  There 
will not be God’s Gang next week (23rd) since 
school is out for Thanksgiving. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 
 

MICE 
This month the MICE group will be meet at the 
Paris Roller Rink on Sunday, November 20, from 
2:00-4:00 PM.  
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SERVING SCHEDULE: Nov. 20 continued...   
CHILDREN’S SERMON: Faith Milam 
PROJECTION/SOUND: Tony Peel 
NURSERY ATTENDANT: Cathy Clawson 
NOV. USHERS: 8:00 - Pam Lobb 
                    10:00 - Randy Creech, Cindy Robinson 
NOV. FRIENDSHIP VISITOR: Bill & Lisa Young 
SCRIPTURE READER: Steven West 
SCRIPTURE: I Timothy 2:1-8 
SERMON: “Prayer Can Change the World” 
 

ã Happy Thanksgiving! ã 
 

SERVING SCHEDULE:  Nov. 27, 2022 - 1st Advent 
8:00 AM: GREETER: Tom Martin 
           ELDER: Peg Dixon 
           DEACONESS: Gloria Magers 
           PIANIST: Dennis Thiel 
9:00 AM: Sunday School & Coffee Bar 
10:00 AM: GREETER: Ryne Donaldson  
WORSHIP ELDER: Nels Kasey 
BREAD ELDER: Candi Milam 
DEACONS: Team 3, Patty Waters, Capt. 
JR. DEACONS: Team #2, Graham Templeton, Capt. 
DEACONESS: Beverly McCain 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Faith Milam 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: Nels Kasey 
SCRIPTURE READER: Taylor Shewey 
SCRIPTURE:  Lamentations 3:21-23 
SERMON: “Unwavering Hope” by Faith Milam 

SERVING SCHED:  November 20, 2022  
8:00 AM: GREETER: Steve Cochran  
           ELDER: Dennis Thiel 
           DEACONESS: Katie Vaugh 
           PIANIST: Faye Eitel 
9:00 AM: Sunday School & Coffee Bar 
10:00 AM: GREETER: Barb Free 
WORSHIP ELDER: David Dick 
BREAD ELDER: Dennis Thiel 
DEACONS: Team 2, Kenny Milam, Capt. 
JR. DEACONS: Team #1, Taylor Shewey, Capt. 
DEACONESS: Glenda Berry 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Jenny McMahan 

ATTENDANCE 
We count because you count 

 

Nov. 6:  8:00-40   10:00-102   Online-views 28/42* 
      Nursery-2  =  TOTAL WORSHIP: 186* 

 TOTAL SS = 29 
 

Nov. 13:  8:00-35    10:00-106    Online-views 22/33* 
   Nursery-5  =  TOTAL WORSHIP: 179* 

TOTAL SS = 16+? 
 

*Per CCIW Regional Office: to allow for additional people watching 
electronically, the formula is - view count x 1.5 

OFFERING TOTAL            Nov. 6    Nov. 13, 2022 
General Fund $4,855.50 $5,569.25 
Sunday School 16.00 9.00 
God’s Gang 25.00 25.00 
Food Pantry 50.00 70.00 
Emergency Fund   10.00 
Youth Fund  100.00 
Disciples Missions 350.00 50.00 
Thanksgiving Offering 65.00 255.00 
Library Remodel 160.00 160.00 
Life Center 775.00 140.00 
Church Bus Fund 25.00 200.00 
Permanent Fund  100.00 
Building Fund      630.00      180.00    
TOTAL $6,951.50        $6,868.25 


