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Believing, Behaving, Becoming Like Christ                                                              November 2, 2022 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

 This past Sunday, I preached the second message from I Timothy.  We began this study two 
weeks ago.  In chapter 1, Paul shares with us four things that we all need to know if we are going to 
live the way that God wants us to live.  The first week, we talked about knowing our calling.  Paul 
begins the letter by identifying himself as an apostle.  He had a good grasp of what God had called 
him to do.  An apostle was someone who had seen the resurrected Christ and received from him a 
specific commission or calling.  Paul had been called to take the Gospel to the Gentiles.  And now, 
thirty years after his conversion, it hadn’t gotten old for Paul.  He was still just as committed and 
passionate as he had been in the beginning. 
 All of us are called to be ministers as well and God has given us the gifts we need to do what 
God has called us to do.  But in that first sermon, we also looked at some things that all of us in 
general are called to do.  We are all called to continue growing and learning and working throughout 
the entirety of our life.  None of us ever get too old to do the work we are called to do and none of us 
are ever too young either.  All of us are also called to show up and be present with others. We aren’t 
called to fix people’s problems.  That is God’s job.  We are just called to show up.  Finally, we are 
called to learn from our mistakes.  We will all mess up and make mistakes, but God uses those 
experiences to teach us the things that we need to learn.    
 Yesterday, we talked about knowing our Gospel.  What is this Gospel that we preach and 
teach?  Paul makes it clear that the Gospel is pretty simple.  We are saved by grace through faith in 
Jesus Christ.  We are not saved by works, or following the rules or by doing anything.  The problem 
in Ephesus was that false teachers had come in and were adding things to the Gospel.  Paul 
encouraged Timothy to combat these false teachings by staying committed to preaching the Gospel 
of grace.  We also talked about the importance of doing what God tells us to do, but for the right 
reasons.  It is not enough just to do the right things.  We need to have the right motives.   
 This coming week, we will talk about knowing our self and then the following week, we will 
finish up chapter 1 with a discussion on knowing our mission.  I hope that everyone continues to be 
present with us in worship, either in person or virtually on youtube.   

 Grace and Peace, 
              Reece 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FCC YARD  SIGNS 
Thank you to those who signed out yard signs recently.  And thank you to those who are considering 
it - after the election.  There are a few available this week, and more on the 13th when the others are 
returned.  Simply sign it out, take it home, and put it in the ground by pushing on the bottom bar and 
return it in two weeks.  Each sign has a short, simple message from God to cause readers to think 
about God and their relationship to Him.  This is a low-key effort at spreading the good news by our 
Evangelism Committee.  Samples are pictured on the FCCParis facebook page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER FORMS 
Enclosed please find a 2023 Volunteer Form.  These forms are used by the Committee Chairs and 
leaders to have a list of members to call when ministries arise throughout the year and volunteers 
are needed.  There are places to note specific ministries and also specific committees you would like 
to serve with; and be sure to sign your name and phone number in order to be reached. Please fill it 
out, send or bring it in by Nov. 20 to be compiled - more forms will be available Sunday and online!   



UPCOMING MEETINGS 
· Elder’s mtg.: Thursday, Nov. 3, 5:00 PM 
· Worship Committee: Thursday, Nov. 3, 6:00 PM 
· Board mtg.: Tuesday, Nov. 8, 7:00 PM 
· Congregational meetings: Sunday, Nov. 20, 

following each service 
 

TIME CHANGE 
This weekend is the fall time change, so 
remember to set your clocks back an hour before 
going to bed this Saturday, Nov. 5 (and enjoy 
catching up on an hour’s sleep)!  
 

COMMUNITY ADVENT CHOIR 
Rehearsals for the Community Advent Choir will 
be held at the Presbyterian Church at 7:00 PM 
each evening on the following dates: Monday, 
Nov. 7; Monday, Nov. 14; Tuesday, Nov. 22; 
Tuesday, Nov. 29; and Thursday, Dec. 1.  The 
Community Advent Service will be held Sunday, 
Dec. 4 at 3:00 PM at the Presbyterian Church. 
 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
Daily Devotions by Reece are recorded on the 
FCCParis facebook site Monday-Friday. They are 
usually live at 6:30 AM, but are saved on the 
FCC Facebook page to be viewed anytime. He is 
currently covering the book of Psalms.  A weekly 
evening Bible Study is also available on the FCC 
page going through the book of Acts. 
 

SCARE ON THE SQUARE 
You were well represented on the square 
Monday eve for the community Halloween event. 
We gave out over 900 bags of candy; thanks to 
all of you who donated bags of candy. FCC was, 
as always, very generous. In addition, we gave 
out 400 flyers about Children and Halloween. 
Thanks to the Evangelism Committee for doing 
the bagging, to Dean and Coralie Smittkamp for 
their help in using the tent, along with Joel 
Gleckler, to Cindy Robinson and Peg Dixon for 
the distribution, and to Troy Sanders for providing 
music (and refilling the candy buckets). Well-
done, FCC! 
 

THANKSGIVING MINUTE FOR MISSION 
The special Thanksgiving Offering will be 
presented with the “Minute for Mission” on 
Sunday, Nov. 13.  The Thanksgiving Offering 
benefits the Colleges, Universities, Seminaries, 
and Divinity Houses affiliated with the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). These learning 
communities are an extension of the church, 
challenging students to understand and respond 
to God’s call to serve. You are invited to give a 
gift of support to the Thanksgiving Offering. 

Paris Healthcare: Martha Stephen 
                    Mary Lou Adams 
                             Richard Melendez 
                              

Pleasant Meadows: Dorothy Waltz   
                                 Brandon Bell 
 

   Continue prayers for: Greg Terry, Janice 
Nicholson, Randy Creech, Cassie Waltz, 
Denise Craig, Glenda Berry, Louise Bridwell, 
Cynthia Faulk, Sammy Milam, Brittany Waters 

   
-- Evie Gill for the 8:00 and Kathy 
Peel for the 9:00 accompaniment; 
-- Tammy Terry & Cathy Melendez 
for the Children’s Sermons; 

-- all those who helped at God’s Gang and 
Crossroads with the trip to Southfork; 
-- all those who helped with the MICE outing to 
Southfork; 
-- Koinonia Circle for sponsoring the “Gift Card 
Open House” for Kenny & Faith Milam and all 
those who participated; 
-- Bethany Lawson and Steve Webb for the 
pulpit flowers celebrating their birthdays. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BECOMING LIKE CHRIST 
“Do not envy the wicked, do not desire their 
company; for their hearts plot violence, and their 
lips talk about making trouble.”          Psalm 24:1 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 

DECEMBER PRAYER 
Lord, we pray that You will help us remember 
Your kingdom is not coming with things that can 
be observed; for in fact, Your kingdom is among 
us. Amen. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

You are invited to the Monday in-person Bible 
Study held weekly at 10:30 AM in the parlor.  



 
 
 
 
 

CIRCLE MEETINGS 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER:  will meet Thursday, Nov. 
10, at 6:00 PM in the church parlor. 
FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE: meets Tuesday, Nov. 
15 at 2:00 PM in the church parlor. 
KOINONIA CIRCLE: meets Thursday, Nov. 17, 
at 9:00 AM in the church kitchen. Peg Dixon is 
hostess with Saunny Preston bringing the 
lesson. 
 

FOOD PANTRY BAGS / EGG CARTONS 
The local Food Pantry is still accepting plastic 
bags. They are also currently taking the 
Styrofoam 12-count egg cartons. Both items 
may be brought to the church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCIPLE MEN’S BREAKFAST 
For November, the Disciples Men will be going 
to the Red Oak Inn on the 19th, at 8:00 AM.  
Sign-up so they can let the Inn know how many 
will be eating. Cost is $12. 
 
 
 
 
 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING 
FCC will be bell ringing at Walmart on Saturday, 
Dec. 3, from 8:00 AM-5:00 PM.  A sign-up sheet 
is in the hallway on the sign-up desk for one 
hour time slots. Please sign-up! 
 

KNITTERS & CROCHETERS 
Will not meet the last Friday of November, but 
will meet the following Friday, December 2, at 
1:30 PM at one of the knitter’s homes. See 
Berniece Hayes for information. 
 

Thank You! 
Thank you to all of those who showed up to our 
gift card shower or who send cards, gift cards, 
and sweet words and wishes our way over the 
past few weeks.  We are so grateful to be a part 
of the FCC family and are glad to welcome our 
girls into it too, even if it is just for now!  

All our love, Kenny & Faith Milam 

 
 
 

Hello from 412!! Fall is here and I am loving it 
because that means we are back into the normal 
swing of things with 412 Youth. I am so grateful 
for each of these kids and their interest in church 
and learning more about how to be followers of 
Christ.  
 
Lately, we have been hearing people's 
testimonies from the church. Two weeks ago, 
Dan Smittkamp shared and this past Sunday, 
Troy Sanders shared his testimony. I am so 
grateful for everyone who has volunteered to be a 
part of this series. It is not too late if you are 
feeling a nudge from God to share yours too. Just 
give me a text or call!  
 
God's Gang is also going well and we are seeing 
kids learn a lot and love being at church there, 
too. What a gift to have so many children involved 
at our church!! It is truly something we should not 
take for granted, especially these days.  
 
Upcoming Events:  
Nov 6- Fields of Faith @ PHS - bus leaves the 
church at 5pm - pizza provided!  
Nov 13- Youth group at FCC - 6-8pm 
Nov 20- Youth group at FCC - 6-8pm  
Nov 27- Youth group at FCC - 6-8pm 

- Faith Milam, Youth Director 
 
Coffee Bar: 
Nov 6: Taylor Shewey  
      13: Steven West  
      20: Carlee Longest  
      27: Mya Smittkamp  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

GOD’S GANG & CROSSROADS 
God’s Gang/Crossroads will begin at 3:30 PM for 
the next two Wednesdays, with early dismissal on 
Wednesday, Nov. 16.  They will not meet the 
week of Thanksgiving when there is no school. 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MICE 
This month the MICE group will be meet at the 
Paris Roller Rink on Sunday, November 20, from 
2:00-4:00 PM.  
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SERVING SCHEDULE: Nov. 6 continued...   
JR. DEACONS: Team #2, Graham Templeton, Capt. 
DEACONESS: Nancy James 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Cassie Boatman 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: TBA 
PROJECTION/SOUND: Tony Peel 
NURSERY ATTENDANT: Cathy Clawson 
NOV. USHERS: 8:00 - Pam Lobb 
                    10:00 - Randy Creech, Cindy Robinson 
NOV. FRIENDSHIP VISITOR: Bill & Lisa Young 
SCRIPTURE READER: Sammy Milam 
SCRIPTURE: I Timothy 1:12-17 
SERMON: “Know Yourself” 
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS: Nels Kasey and 
                                                 Dwight Robinson 
 

SERVING SCHEDULE:  November 13, 2022 
8:00 AM: GREETER: Jeff Satre 
           ELDER: Peg Dixon 
           DEACONESS: Gloria Magers 
           PIANIST: Pete Templeton 
9:00 AM: Sunday School & Coffee Bar 
10:00 AM: GREETERS: Bill & Lisa Young 
WORSHIP ELDER: Angel Templeton 
BREAD ELDER: Ellen Webb 
DEACONS: Team 1, Autumn Kasey, Capt. 
JR. DEACONS: Team #3, Abby Sanders, Capt. 
DEACONESS: Marsha Thomey 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Edna Creech 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: TBA 
SCRIPTURE READER: Faith Milam 
SCRIPTURE: I Timothy 1:18-20 
SERMON: “Know Your Mission” 

SERVING SCHED:  November 6, 2022  
8:00 AM: GREETERS: Mike Dixon 
           ELDER: John Chittick 
           DEACONESS: Janean Gilliland 
           PIANIST: Peg Dixon 
9:00 AM: Sunday School & Coffee Bar 
10:00 AM: GREETER: Carol Marlowe 
WORSHIP ELDER: Cody Vaughn 
BREAD ELDER: Dwight Robinson 
DEACONS: Team 3, Patty Waters, Capt. 

ATTENDANCE 
We count because you count 

 

Oct. 23:  8:00-37   10:00-68   Online-views 19/29* 
      Nursery-4  =  TOTAL WORSHIP: 138* 

 TOTAL SS = 29 
 

Oct. 30:  9:00-108  Online-views 43/65* 
   Nursery-3  =  TOTAL WORSHIP: 176* 

TOTAL SS = did not meet 
 

*Per CCIW Regional Office: to allow for additional people watching 
electronically, the formula is - view count x 1.5 

OFFERING TOTAL            Oct. 23     Oct. 30, 2022 
General Fund $1,820.25 $5,338.00* 
Sunday School 9.25  
God’s Gang 25.00 250.00 
Food Pantry 50.00 40.00 
Choices Preg.&Health  300.00 
Love Offering  500.00 
Office (copies)  75.00 
Youth Fund 50.00 280.00 
Disciples Missions 125.00 450.00* 
Thanksgiving Offering  211.00 
Library Remodel 300.00 160.00 
Life Center 280.00 245.00 
Church Bus Fund 10.00 255.00 
Permanent Fund 50.00 30.00 
Building Fund      360.00      910.00    
TOTAL $3,079.50        $9,044.00* 
 

*Includes Electronic Giving 


