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Believing, Behaving, Becoming Like Christ                                                                  October 5, 2022 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

 As we make our way into the month of October, we are coming to the end of our sermon 
series in the book of James.  I hope it has been helpful and beneficial as we have walked our way 
through this wisdom journey.  There are so many teachings in this little letter that help us as we 
attempt to choose God’s wisdom over the world’s.  Here is just a reminder of what we have focused 
on - faith without works is dead; words have power and the tongue can either do great harm or bring 
joy; we need to tell the truth; how we treat people matters; temptation is a powerful tool that Satan 
uses to get us to fall away from God’s wisdom; while there is nothing sinful about the acquisition of 
wealth, how we get our money and how we use it can be dangerous.  I  could go on and on, but in a 
nutshell, we have dealt with things that are relevant to us and our lives as Christians.  This Sunday 
will be our last sermon in James and we will talk about how we develop humility.   
 Moving forward, we are going to dive into I Timothy on Sunday mornings.  I Timothy, along 
with II Timothy and Titus are known as the Pastoral Epistles. I and II Timothy were written by Paul to 
Timothy, a pastor in Ephesus to whom Paul had been a mentor and example.  Timothy was young 
and committed, but he often lacked confidence and so Paul wrote to him in two letters, encouraging 
him and guiding him on how to be a better pastor.  In the process, he provides helpful information 
that all Christians need to hear and can benefit from.  As we did with James, we will go through 
these letters verse by verse, asking God, through the Holy Spirit, to help us discern how God wants 
us to put the contents of the letters into practice in our lives. 
 I also want to remind you that I am now doing an in-person Bible Study on Monday mornings 
at church at 10:30.  We are having some great conversation as we study the book of Acts.  In 
addition, I continue to do the virtual Bible Study on Thursday nights at 5 PM.  Also remember  the 
devotions every morning, Monday through Friday, at 6:30.  I hope you take advantage of all these 
opportunities to grow and learn. 

 Grace and Peace, 
              Reece 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
WORSHIP SURVEY ENCLOSED 

Enclosed in this edition please find the survey provided by the Worship Committee. We ask that you 
take the time to fill out the form and return it to the church by Sunday, October 30. The purpose of 
this survey is to gather your input regarding Sunday morning worship times.  The committee will use 
this information moving forward to determine whether to have two services or one service on Sunday 
morning. Therefore, your input is important, so please fill it out and return it to the church, either by 
putting it in the offering plate or returning it to the office.  An online survey form will be available soon 
on the church website.  
 

“ ”
October is the month FCC donates socks for the pre-school children of Head Start here in Paris.  
New socks for boys and girls in toddler sizes are needed.  The large white socks in the front of the 
sanctuary are there as the collection containers for the sock donations.  Thank you for helping with 
this worthwhile outreach. 
 

5th SUNDAY COMBINED SERVICE 
Please note that on the fifth Sunday of this month, October 30, there will be a combined worship 
service at 9:00 AM. Sunday School teachers - notify your class members and please let the office 
know what time your class plans to meet on that day. Thank you! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS: to the Open Door class for winning the fall Sunday School Promotion!  
Donuts were enjoyed by all… and just because the promo is over, doesn’t mean you need to stop 
attending - you are welcome to Sunday School each week at 9:00 AM! 



NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
The Nominating Committee for the 2023 year is: 
Mary K. Bradford, Dan Dayton, David Dick, Tammy 
Terry, and Cody Vaughn.  Please contact a 
committee member or the office if you have a 
suggestion for any of the open positions. 
Prayerfully consider saying yes, if you are asked to 
fill a leadership role for 2023. 
 

CHAIRS and LEADERS 
In order to improve efficiency and avoid confusion 
with double-booking or over-booking, we ask that 
all the Chairs and Group Leaders contact Cheryl in 
the Office to make sure the date/church building/
church bus for your event is available before 
meeting with your committee or group.  We also 
ask that following your meeting, you would 
designate someone to provide the information from 
the meeting to Cheryl in order to have the event 
booked on the calendar and the information 
announced well in advance of your event. Thank 
you for your cooperation. 

- Staff Relations Committee 
 

PHS FOOTBALL TEAM DINNER REPORT 
It was a pleasure, once again, to welcome the Paris 
High School football team and coaches to the First 
Christian Church for an evening meal and 
fellowship.  Forty team players and coaches 
attended. Decorating team: Deena Hasler, Chair 
with Dean & Coralie Smittkamp and Peggy Barath 
decorated the Fellowship Hall with an orange and 
black canopy, orange table covers with black 
placemats, handmade football centerpieces 
adorned each table, along with favors at each place 
setting with encouraging messages for the players 
and coaches.  Our guests were especially 
impressed with the Tiger picture and our own 
“Edgar” the Tiger waiting for some petting.  The 
cooking and serving team: Donna Garver, Chair 
along with Marsha Thomey, Gloria Magers, 
Roseann Moss, Donna Moody, Sue Bennett, Paula 
Coombes, Jenneane McDaniel, & Edna Creech.  
Doug Hasler welcomed the team and offered a 
prayer, and then joined Doc Moody in the serving 
line to dip Pulled Pork BBQ, Baked Beans, 
Macaroni & Cheese, Applesauce, Chips, and 
Dessert along with a variety of beverages.  Last, 
but not least of the committee members, were Dan 
Dayton and Dan Smittkamp, our very efficient 
cleanup crew! Thank you to each one who helped 
and a special Thank You to Steve & Faye Eitel for 
furnishing the pork for the meal. It was a pleasure 
to be a small part of the lives of the 2022 PHS 
Football Team.                       - Donna Garver, Chair 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DEFINITION OF STEWARDSHIP 
The careful and responsible management of 
something entrusted to one’s care. 

Paris Healthcare: Martha Stephen 
                    Mary Lou Adams 
                             Richard Melendez 
                             Paul Ricketts 

Pleasant Meadows: Dorothy Waltz   
                                 Brandon Bell 
 

Home from the Hospital: Jim Mathis 
 

   Continue prayers for: Mike Dixon, Theresa 
Emerson, Greg Terry, Janice Nicholson, Randy 
Creech, Cassie Waltz, Denise Nicholson-Craig, 
Glenda Berry, Louise Bridwell, Brenda Gordon 

   
-- all the ladies who helped at the 
CWF Workshop; 
-- all those who participated in 
Honeybee - at the booth, in the 

parade, for representing Christ and FCC to the 
community; 
-- Peg Dixon & Pete Templeton for the 8:00 
accompaniment; 
-- Troy Sanders & Dennis Thiel for the 
Reconciliation Minute for Mission; 
-- Dan Smittkamp & Cody Vaughn for the 
Children’s Sermons; 
-- all those who attended the MICE event; 
-- Ellen Webb for organizing, and all the 
volunteers who brought in items, helped cook, 
set-up/tear down, serve at Lunch On the Lawn; 
-- Donna Garver for heading up the PHS 
Football dinner and all those who helped 
decorate, cook, serve the meal; 
-- Dan Dayton for painting the parking spaces; 
-- Paula Coombes for the flowers in memory of 
Ray Coombes’ birthday. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BECOMING LIKE CHRIST 
Yet at the time many even among the leaders 
believed in Him. But because of the Pharisees 
they would not openly acknowledge their faith 
for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; 
for they loved human praise more than the 
praise from God.          - John 12:42-43 

 
OCTOBER PRAYER 

Dear God, Thank You for Your work among us. 
Please continue Your reach and touch to my 
relative           , my friend           , my neighbor 
          , and my acquaintance           . Love them 
and help them in any way they allow. In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
You are invited to the Monday in-person Bible 
Study each week at 10:30 AM in the parlor. The 
facebook daily devotions and the evening Bible 
Study will still be available online anytime.  



CIRCLES IN OCTOBER 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER: meets Thursday, Oct. 13, 
at 6:00 PM in the church parlor; 
FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE: meets Tuesday, Oct. 18,  
at 2:00 PM in the church parlor; 
KOINONIA CIRCLE: meets Thursday, Oct. 20, 
at 9:00 AM in the church kitchen. Barbara Dick 
will be the hostess, with Peg Dixon bringing the 
lesson. 
 

FOOD PANTRY BAGS / EGG CARTONS 
The local Food Pantry is still accepting plastic 
bags.  They are also currently taking the 
Styrofoam 12-count egg cartons.  Both items 
may be brought to the church. 
 

DISCIPLE MEN’S BREAKFAST 
The Disciple Men’s breakfast will be on 
Saturday, October 15, at 8:00 AM.  A sheet is 
out on the hall desk, so please sign-up! 
 

“SCARE On The SQUARE”  
The Evangelism Committee will have a booth at 
“Scare On the Square” downtown, Oct. 31.  
They are asking for gifts of any type of 
individually wrapped candy.  A box is located by 
the sign-up desk for your donations.  Thank you! 
 

SCARECROW BOOTH REPORT 
Wow!! Another successful year at the FCC 
Honeybee Scarecrow booth!  92 Scarecrows 
went home with their new families - some went 
as far as Ridgefarm, Marshall, Chrisman, one 
went to Indianapolis, and one went all the way 
(buckled in his seatbelt!) to Tennessee!!! The 
community has so much fun with this activity, 
and we thank you all for the contribution of old 
clothing and bedsheets, hangars and all the 
“accessories”!  Special shout out to: Moss 
Farms and Roseann for continued support with 
the straw; Co-leaders Coralie Smittkamp, Peggy 
Barath, and Deena Hasler for the organization; 
Money-taker, Roseann Moss; Suspender tie-ers, 
Dean Smittkamp, Lily Smittkamp, and Doug 
Hasler; Head tie-ers, Ellen Webb and Kirsten 
Webb-Lutes;  Face sketcher, Mya Smittkamp; 
Finishing touches, Chloe Huerta; All-around 
helper and RUNNER, Mason Webb.  See you all 
next year - save those old clothes! 
 

Thank You! 
Thank you to all who helped with Lunch On the 
Lawn.  Whether you physically helped, donated 
food or drinks, or gave a monetary donation, it 
was all greatly appreciated.  This event cannot 
happen without you.                         - Ellen Webb 

 
 
 

Hi from 412 Youth! It has been an exciting time 
around here lately. On September 25, we had the 
first annual youth dinner fundraiser and silent 
auction, I would say it was a SUCCESS!! We 
raised a little over $1,000 for the youth account. 
Thank you so much to everyone in this church 
who believes and supports the youth of this 
church.  
 
Now, we are into the normal swing of things for 
awhile and will be learning about different 
members of the church's testimonies. This past 
Sunday, we had Peg Dixon. Thank you, Peg for 
your time and efforts!! I believe the kids will really 
enjoy this experience.  
 
Upcoming Events:  
Oct 9: Normal youth group @ FCC 6-8pm  
Oct. 16: Youth hangout youth group @ Dan 
Smittkamp's 3-6pm  
Oct. 23: Fun Event @ the church 6-8pm  
Oct. 30: Normal youth group @ FCC 6-8pm  
Nov. 6: Fields of Faith event @ PHS 5:30pm  
 

- Faith Milam, Youth Director 
 

Coffee Bar Schedule:  
Oct. 2: Graham Templeton 
9: Drew Templeton 
16: Carlee Longest  
23: Mya Smittkamp 
30: Sammy Milam 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

GOD’S GANG & CROSSROADS 
It’s not too late to come hang out at God’s Gang 
or Crossroads, Wednesday’s at 3:30 PM. 
Registration forms are in the hallway! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

MICE 
The MICE group will be going to Southfork 
Homestead Pumpkin Farm on Sunday, Oct. 23, 
from 1:30-4:30 PM. Save the date and join in! 
 

CCC BLANKET DRIVE 
The local Compassionate Clothing Closet is 
asking for new or gently used blanket donations 
during the month of October. 
 

FAITH IN ACTION DINNER 
Faith In Action will be having a fundraiser dinner 
this Friday, Oct. 7, from 4:00-6:30 PM at Lake 
Ridge  Christian Church. This year is a spaghetti 
dinner dine-in or carry out for a donation. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

SERVING SCHEDULE: Oct. 9 continued...   
10:00 AM: GREETERS: TBA     
WORSHIP ELDER: Ellen Webb 
BREAD ELDER: John Chittick 
DEACONS: Team 2, Kenny Milam, Capt. 
JR. DEACONS: Team #1, Taylor Shewey, Capt. 
DEACONESS: Katie Vaughn 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Barbara Dick 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: Jacob Thomas 
SCRIPTURE READER: Ethan Smittkamp 
SCRIPTURE: James 4:4-10 
SERMON: “How to Become More Humble”  
 

SERVING SCHEDULE:  October 16, 2022    
8:00 AM: GREETER: J.C. Foley 
  ELDER: Linda Chittick 
        DEACONESS: Beverly McCain 
         PIANIST: Dennis Thiel 
9:00 AM: Sunday School & Coffee Bar  
10:00 AM: GREETERS: TBA      
WORSHIP ELDER: Candi Milam 
BREAD ELDER: Cody Vaughn 
DEACONS: Team 3, Patty Waters, Capt. 
JR. DEACONS: Team #2, Graham Templeton, Capt. 
DEACONESS: Gloria Magers 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Sammy Milam 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: Faith Milam 
NURSERY ATTENDANT: Cathy Clawson 
PROJECTION/SOUND: Tony Peel 
OCT. USHERS: 8:00 - Roger Faulk; 
                    10:00 - Tammy Terry, Bill Young                            
OCT. FRIENDSHIP VISITOR: Autumn Kasey/Mike Dixon 
SCRIPTURE READER: Sammy Milam 
SCRIPTURE: I Timothy 3:1-2 
SERMON: “Know Your Calling” 

SERVING SCHED:  October 9, 2022  
8:00 AM: GREETER: Pat Schaich     
           ELDER: Dennis Thiel 
           DEACONESS: Marsha Thomey 
           PIANIST: Faye Eitel 
9:00 AM: Sunday School & Coffee Bar 

ATTENDANCE 
We count because you count 

 

Sept. 25:  8:00-43    10:00-111    Online-views 21/32* 
      Nursery-2  =  TOTAL WORSHIP: 188* 

 TOTAL SS = 36 
 

Oct. 2:  8:00-32    10:00-82    Online-views 50/75* 
   Nursery-3  =  TOTAL WORSHIP: 192* 

TOTAL SS = 19+? 
 

*Per CCIW Regional Office: to allow for additional people watching 
electronically, the formula is - view count x 1.5 

OFFERING TOTAL         Sept. 25          Oct. 2, 2022 
General Fund $4,037.25 $5,133.25*� 
Sunday School 13.00 10.00 
God’s Gang 25.00 50.00 
Food Pantry 50.00 50.00 
Choices Preg.&Health 150.00 
Salvation Army 400.00 
Youth Fund 130.00 
Lunch On the Lawn 600.00 
Love Offering 200.00 
Office Expense  50.00 
Scarecrow Fund  447.00 
Disciples Missions 300.00 600.00* 
Week of Compassion*  50.00* 
Reconciliation Offering 338.00 220.00 
Library Remodel 100.00 400.00 
Life Center 410.00 315.00* 
Permanent Fund 10.00  
Memorial Fund 80.00 5.00 
Building Fund      745.00       590.00*    
TOTAL $7,588.25        $7,920.25*� 
 

Includes = *Electronic Giving ~ �PayPal 


