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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

  One of my favorite times of the year is Fall.  It’s a time when the air starts to get a little cooler 
and the leaves begin to change.  Perhaps, more than anything else, it means that the holiday season 
is coming soon; Thanksgiving and Christmas are right around the corner.  It is also the time in the life 
of the church when a new year begins.  We are back from the summer, the kids are back in school, 
and the church is getting back to being busy.  For us, it means that we will be going to two services 
this week, and that all of our Sunday school classes will be at the same time, 9:00.   

I am going to use this time as an opportunity to begin an in-person Bible study.  During the 
time that I was gone, we began an online Facebook live Bible study on Wednesday nights.  I am 
going to continue that.  The time will move to 7 instead of 5 starting next week, September 14.  This 
will give me an opportunity to be involved in God’s Gang and Crossroads as well.  In addition to the 
online Bible study, I will be starting an in-person study on September 20.  This will be at church at 
10:30. It will follow the same schedule as the online study and deal with the same passages.  This is 
simply a way for those of you who want to participate in person to do so.  

As I already mentioned, this week we are returning to two services.  I will not be there, but 
Faith Milam, our Youth Minister, will be preaching during both services.  She did a great job on the 
Sundays she preached during the Summer, and I want to encourage everyone to be present this 
week to hear her.  You will not be disappointed.  I hope everyone had a great Summer and that you 
are ready to get back to work as we continue to journey toward being the church God is calling us 
to be. 

Grace and Peace, 
              Reece 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

REMINDER OF WORSHIP TIMES 
Starting this Sunday, September 11, we will go back to two worship services at 8:00 & 10:00 AM 
(using the serving schedules for two services). Sunday School classes for all ages will be held at  
9:00 AM.  The Sunday School class information is as follows: 
  1. The Open Door (adults), taught by Al Englebright, meets in the kitchen, 
  2. New Horizon (adults), taught by Greg Terry, meets upstairs in the room next  
   to the elevator;  
  3. Jr. High/High School, taught by Faith Milam, meets in youth room; 
  4. 2nd-5th Grade, taught by Linda Chittick, meets in Bethlehem room upstairs; 
  5. 1st Grade and younger, taught by Cathy Clawson, meets in the Nursery. 
Parents - this is the time to come to Sunday School and bring your kids!  See page 3 for the promo! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Progressive Fast Food 
The Membership Committee invites you to participate in the Progressive Fast Food event to be held 
this Sunday, Sept. 11 and will begin at the church at 5:00 PM.  If you have not signed up, you will 
need to call the office to be added to the list by NOON THIS FRIDAY, so that each establishment 
can be notified the number to expect. Everyone will gather at FCC and go as a group to each fast 
food restaurant: 1) Wendy’s for salad, 2) Arby’s for entrée and end at 3) the Spicer Pavilion at Twin 
Lakes Park for ice cream made by the Moody’s!  Just a side note, we will be eating inside - not going 
through the drive-through. Hope to see you there! 



PROMOTION BIBLES & SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Promotion Sunday was Sunday, August 28, with 
first and fifth graders being presented a Bible and 
a Promotion Certificate.  There are still a couple 
of Bibles and certificates remaining to be picked 
up, and we added EJ Vaughn in our list as a first 
grader! Just a reminder - Sunday School classes 
for children and youth will begin this Sunday, 
September 11, at 9:00 AM. Everyone is welcome 
and wanted - so come join in! 

 
CHANCEL CHOIR 

Chancel Choir is back with rehearsals on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM.  All singers welcome! 
The choir will sing at the 10:00 AM service 
beginning this Sunday, Sept. 11th. 
 

LUNCH ON the LAWN (LOL) 
Wednesday, Sept. 28, is LOL at PHS!  This is our 
once-a-year luncheon for all the students and 
staff out at the high school where we feed about 
600 people!  We need your help - with food 
donations (see the sign-up board in the hallway) 
and with prep/serving/tear down the day of the 
event. See Ellen Webb to get specific information 
on serving or if you have questions on any food 
item requested. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

è Elder’s meeting will be this Thursday, Sept. 8, 
at 5:00 PM. 
è Evangelism Committee meeting will be next 
Monday, Sept. 12, at 5:00 PM. 
è Board meeting will be next Tuesday, Sept. 13, 
at  7:00 PM. 
è Trustees meeting will be Thursday, Sept. 15, 
at 6:00 PM. 
 

ACOLYTES 
We are needing kids, couples, friends to sign-up 
to serve as Acolytes at the 10:00 AM service. It 
entails lighting the candles on the candelabras at 
the beginning of the service. Please see the sign-
up sheet at the hallway sign-up desk. 
 

Thank You! 
Many thanks to everyone at [FCC] for your 
generosity and kindness, for remembering 
Eureka College… [with] over half of our 
enrollment [being] first-generation college 
students…your warm, prayerful hospitality... 
meant even more than usual with students 
yearning for a “normal” college experience 
following the global pandemic… with your 
support and prayers all our students will find their 
college home here, ’neath the elms’.  

- Together in Ministry, Chaplain Bruce 

Paris Healthcare: Martha Stephen 
                    Mary Lou Adams 
                             Richard Melendez 
                             Paul Ricketts 

 

Pleasant Meadows: Dorothy Waltz 
 

Home from the hospital:  Barbara Dick 
 

   Sympathies to Carolyn Lanker on the passing 
of her son, Lewis; and to Angel Templeton on 
the loss of her grandmother. 
 

   Continue prayers for: Mike Dixon, Theresa 
Emerson, Greg Terry, Janice Nicholson, Randy 
Creech, Cassie Waltz, Denise Nicholson-Craig, 
Bill Fudge; Glenda Berry 

 
-- Candi Milam for the Promotion 
Sunday presentation and all the 
new Sunday School teachers; 
-- Barbara Dick and Evie Gill for 

Special Music; 
-- Cody Vaughn and Steve Webb for the 
Children’s Sermons; 
-- all the youth who volunteer to read the 
scriptures each Sunday; 
-- the parents who brought the kids to the MICE 
outing at the Kurly Q & the kids who came; 
-- the Mathis family for the flowers in memory of 
Mary Mathis. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
BECOMING LIKE CHRIST 

“Jesus answered him, “If a man loves me, he 
will keep my word, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come to him and make our home 
with him.”       - John 14:23 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 
 

SEPTEMBER PRAYER 
Lord God, We ask You for so much - for 
ourselves.  Yet we need to pray for others and 
their needs, especially their spiritual relationship 
with You, God.  Open their lives to You, so You 
can forgive, guide, and love them personally. In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 



 
 
 

CIRCLES IN SEPTEMBER 
CIRCLE OF PRAYER: will meet on Thursday, 
Sept. 8, at 6:00 PM in the parlor. 
CIRCLE OF LIGHT: will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall on Monday, Sept. 12, at 5:00 PM. Cathy 
Melendez is hostess, with Barb Free bringing 
the lesson. 
KOINONIA CIRCLE: will meet on Thursday, 
Sept. 15, at 9:00 AM in the church kitchen. 
FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE: will meet at 2:00 PM on 
Tuesday, Sept. 20 in the parlor. 

 
SCARECROW BOOTH - HONEYBEE 

The clothing and hangers are still welcome, but 
we also need volunteers to help keep an 
assembly line going at the booth during 
Honeybee weekend.  See Coralie Smittkamp or 
Deena Hasler for more information. 
 

HONEYBEE PARADE 
The Evangelism Committee will have a “float” in 
the Honeybee Parade on Saturday, Sept. 24, 
that starts at 11:00 AM.  See Mike Dixon to 
volunteer! 
 

“THE BIBLE with FRIENDS & FOOD” 
For the next 3 Sundays - Sept. 11, 17 & 24 - the 
Christian Education Committee invites you to 
participate in a Tic-Tac-Toe game to increase 
the attendance in each Sunday School class! 
The goal for each class is:   
  Pre-K to 1st Grade - 2 
  2nd to 5th Grade - 2 
  Jr. & Sr. High - 2 
  New Horizon - 10 
  Open Door - 12 
If you reach your goal on the above dates, you 
get to place an X on the Tic-Tac-Toe board; if 
not, then the Christian Education Committee will 
get to place an O on the board.  The winning 
class will get a prize of “Square Donuts” - so 
invite your friends, make some calls, send some 
cards and come to Sunday School! It’s all to 
increase our knowledge of God’s Word, so come 
join us, make some new friends, and maybe eat 
some donuts! 
 

DISCIPLE MEN’S OUTING 
The fall kick-off for the Disciples Men will be on 
Sunday, Sept. 18, when the men will head to the 
Beef House in Covington, IN.  Sign-up to go, 
then meet at the church at 4:00 PM that day to 
ride the bus. 

 
 
 

Hello from 412 Youth! School is back in full swing 
and 412 is back to the normal routine. This past 
week we resumed our normal youth group 
schedule and started a sermon series on the 
power of testimonies. This sermon series will 
include the kids getting to hear people's 
testimonies from the church and then getting to 
share their own eventually, too.  
 Also, something exciting for the youth is 
that Sunday School class is starting back up THIS 
Sunday. We will be diving into the book of 
Matthew. If you have a child or grandchild in 
junior high or high school, please encourage them 
and get them to Sunday School. It is an important 
time for the youth of our church to bond and to 
learn more about the Bible. We want this next 
generation to be trained and ready to live their 
faith, now, but especially in the future when they 
become adults. 
 Also, please consider coming and sign up 
to participate in the youth fundraiser dinner. The 
kids will be serving you and it will be a great 
experience for the kids to participate in raising 
funds for their future trips and such! The meal will 
be by donation and we will also have a small 
silent auction fundraiser.   

Upcoming Events:  
Sept. 11 - Youth to participate in fast food 
progressive dinner - meet at church at 5pm 
Sept. 18 - Youth to Honeybee Pageant to support 
fellow youth - meet at church at 3:30pm  
Sept. 25 - Youth fundraiser dinner at 5pm, youth 
be at church at 4pm   

- Faith Milam, Youth Director 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GOD’S GANG & CROSSROADS 
God’s Gang and Crossroads will be starting their 
fall semester next Wednesday, September 14.  
Registration forms are available in the church 
hallway or online.  In order for the kids to ride the 
bus from school, they MUST BE REGISTERED 
prior to Sept. 14 so that the schools can be 
notified.  The cost is $30 for the semester to 
cover the supper food prepared every week. 
Please make payment when you register. If 
writing out a check, make the check payable to 
“God’s Gang”. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MICE 
On Sunday, Sept. 25, the MICE will meet at the 
Paris Bowling Alley from 3:00-4:30 PM.  Come 
join in the Monthly Inspiring Children’s Event for 
kids grades 2-5! 



   THE MESSENGER 
FIRST	CHRISTIAN	CHURCH	(Disciples	of	Christ) 

201 S. Main St., Paris, Illinois 61944 
Phone: (217) 466-3255			·		E-mail: of ice@fccparis.org  

   Web page: www.fccparis.org			·		Facebook: FCCParis 
																					Of ice Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8 AM-12 NN, 1-5 PM	 

 

																					Reece	Jones,	Pastor			·   Faith	Milam,	Youth	Director 
 

       COME WORSHIP WITH US 
WORSHIP AT 8:00 & 10:00 AM  ·  SUNDAY SCHOOL & COFFEE BAR AT 9:00 AM 

PERMIT #147 
Paris, Illinois 

Non-Profit 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

MISSION STATEMENT First Christian Church’s mission is 
to grow disciples who are:   
 

   “Believing in Christ, 
Behaving as Christ, 

Becoming like Christ” 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

SERVING SCHEDULE: Sept. 11 continued...   
BREAD ELDER: Nels Kasey 
DEACONS: Team 1, Autumn Kasey, Capt. 
JR. DEACONS: Team #3, Abby Sanders, Capt. 
DEACONESS: Emily Thomas 
NURSERY ATTENDANT: Cathy Clawson 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Cassie Boatman 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: Kim Woods 
PROJECTION/SOUND: Tony Peel 
SEPT. USHERS: Steve Cochran, Nick Sanders,  
                            Dustin Whitezel 
SEPT. FRIENDSHIP VISITOR: Mike Dixon 
SCRIPTURE READER: Taylor Shewey 
SCRIPTURE: Luke 15:11-32 
SERMON: “Which One?” by Faith Milam 
 
SERVING SCHEDULE:  September 18, 2022    
8:00 AM: GREETERS: RJ & Makenzie Litteral 
  ELDER: Linda Chittick 
        DEACONESS: Steve Webb 
         PIANIST: Evie Gill 
9:00 AM: S.S. & Coffee Bar  
GREETERS: Matt, Sue, Jaslon Watson 
ACOLYTES: Volunteers 
WORSHIP ELDER: Angel Templeton 
BREAD ELDER: Ellen Webb 
DEACONS: Team 2, Kenny Milam, Capt. 
JR. DEACONS: Team #1, Taylor Shewey, Capt. 
DEACONESS: Lisa Young 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Edna Creech 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: Faith Milam 
SCRIPTURE READER: Lily Smittkamp 
SCRIPTURE: James 5:1-6 
SERMON: “How to Live with Riches” 

SERVING SCHED:  September 11, 2022  
8:00 AM: GREETER: Jenneane McDaniel 
           ELDER: Ellen Webb 
           DEACONESS: Haley Sanders 
           PIANIST: Dennis Thiel 
9:00 AM: All Sunday School classes & Coffee Bar 
10:00 AM: GREETERS: Ron & Jo Furgeson 
ACOLYTES: Volunteers 
WORSHIP ELDER: Cody Vaughn 

ATTENDANCE 
We count because you count 

 

Aug. 28:  9:00-129    Online-views 37/56* 
      Nursery-1  =  TOTAL WORSHIP: 186* 
 TOTAL SS = 22   (Open Door/New Horizons) 

 
Sept. 4:  9:00-127   Online-views 43/68* 

   Nursery-2  =  TOTAL WORSHIP: 192* 
TOTAL SS = 24  (Open Door/New Horizons) 

 

*Per CCIW Regional Office: to allow for additional people watching 
electronically, the formula is - view count x 1.5 

OFFERING TOTAL          Aug. 28        Sept. 4, 2022 
General Fund $5,519.50*� $3,218.25 
Sunday School 9.00 7.00 
God’s Gang 154.00 20.00 
Food Pantry 270.00 10.00 
Emergency Fund   10.00 
Youth Fund  30.00 
Choices Preg. & Health  250.00   
Disciples Missions 500.00* 200.00 
Wk. of Comp. (general) 75.00* 
Wk. of Comp.-Ukraine 300.00 
Library Remodel 100.00 160.00 
Church Bus 100.00 100.00 
Life Center 626.00 661.00� 
Memorial Fund 85.00 30.00 
Permanent Fund  50.00 
Building Fund      960.00       725.00    
TOTAL $8,948.50*�        $5,221.25� 
 

Includes:  *Electronic Giving ~  �Pay Pal 


