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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

  Well, I cannot believe that I will be back in Paris this weekend.  My first official day back will 
be Sunday, August 14, when I will be preaching in person.  While I have enjoyed the ability to preach 
virtually, there is nothing like being there in person and being able to interact live with you.  You have 
been able to see me, but I have not been able to see you.  So, I am excited about seeing all of you 
again in person. 
 Even though I have been gone, we have continued to work our way through the book of 
James.  It is such a practical book and there are so many relevant lessons for us as we read the 
words of the brother of Jesus as it relates to the way in which our faith is connected to our works.  
Remember, James is not teaching that we are saved by works; he acknowledges that we are saved 
by grace through faith in Jesus.  But good works always result from genuine saving faith.  
 Over the next couple of weeks, as we continue through chapter three, we will return to two 
familiar themes.  This week, we come back with James to the subject of our words and how we 
communicate.  Specifically, we will look at the power of the tongue and how a small part of the 
human body has a disproportionate amount of control and influence over our lives and relationships.  
Next week, on the 21st, we talk about how to live with Godly wisdom.  As we have already 
mentioned back in chapter one, we have access to both worldly and Godly wisdom.  Our goal is to 
live our lives focused on God’s wisdom. 
 I also want to just remind you that I am continuing to do the daily devotions on Facebook live.  
When I return, my plan is to continue those as well as to find a good time to do our weekly Bible 
studies in person.  Again, I am so excited to be coming back, and cannot wait to see everyone. 

Grace and Peace, 
              Reece 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An “All-Church Picnic” will be held on Sunday, August 21, at 4:00 PM at the Spicer Pavilion at the 
Twin Lakes Park.  The menu will include pulled pork and fried (not surprise J) chicken, a variety of 
side dishes, drinks and even the table service will be provided!  All you need to do is sign-up to let 
the Membership Committee know how much to prepare. Come on out for the fun, food & fellowship! 
 
 



 
 
 
 

ZOOMERANG VBS REPORT 
We had a great week of Vacation Bible School 
teaching children about God and how they are 
His masterpiece!  Our numbers were similar to 
last year with attendance for the children in the 
40s and adding the adults/youth volunteers we 
had an average of 77 here each day.  Candi & 
Faith Milam did an awesome job directing  
everything; Kim Woods, with helpers Mya 
Smittkamp and Maddie Frank, coordinated 
outstanding decorations to set the mood; Megan 
Mathis, with the help of Jim & Cindy Mathis, had 
tasty themed snacks; Coralie Smittkamp & Cathy 
Clawson had cute crafts, with help from Nora 
Adams & Kyle Daugherty; Angel Templeton had 
fun games with her boys, Will, Drew, & Graham 
and Ryne Donaldson helping; Barbara Dick & her 
cast of characters - Taylor Shewey, Lily 
Smittkamp, Abby Sanders, Graham & Will 
Templeton entertained with clever skits; Peg 
Dixon led meaningful music with helpers Katarina 
Waltz and Halle Lawson; the teachers & helpers - 
Mary K. Bradford, Kim Woods, Bev McCain, 
Haley & Abby Sanders, Betty Kelly, Taylor 
Shewey, Roseann Moss, Emily Thomas, Mya 
Smittkamp, Lily Smittkamp,  Morgan Coombes, 
Candi & Sammy Milam and Hannah Waltz gave 
soul-saving lessons & support; the greeters - 
helped spread the love with a warm welcome: 
David Dick, Ken Hamilton, Cindy Robinson, and 
anyone we missed! the additional helpers were 
indispensible - Tony Peel, sound & projection; 
Dean Smittkamp, tent set-up/tear down; Tobi 
Sanders, Peg Raley, Cathy Melendez, 
registration; Pam Lobb & Dorothy McGee, 
photographers; Jacob Thomas, Pete Dayton, 
Haley/Abby/Brady Sanders, Sammy Milam and 
Brandon for their helping getting the large 
backdrop up and down the stairs and Kevin 
Woods for helping with the final cleanup Sunday 
afternoon; and all those who signed up and 
brought in food/paper items!  It’s amazing how all 
of these people come together with one purpose 
- to let the children who could come to VBS know 
that there is an awesome God who loves them! 
The VBS mission money was designated to 
Hopes & Dreams with a goal set for the kids to 
reach $500 for Candi to get a pie to the face, 
$600 for Deena to get a pie to the face, or $700 
for Faith to eat sand!  They went over all those 
targets on Friday, and including Sunday’s 
offering, reached $1,029.45!  Way to go!!  Thank 
you all for your prayers, time, help, and support!   

Paris Healthcare: Martha Stephen 
                    Mary Lou Adams 
                             Richard Melendez 
                             Paul Ricketts 

 

Pleasant Meadows: Dorothy Waltz 
 

Home from the Hospital: Warren Sperry 
                      Glenda Berry 
 

   Our sympathies to J.C. Foley & family on the 
passing of his mother, Mary Alice Foley. 
Visitation is Thursday, 4:00-7:00 PM with 
funeral Friday, 10:00 AM at Templeton’s. 
   Condolences also to Pam Lobb on the 
passing of her sister-in-law. 
 

   Continue prayers for: Mike Dixon, Theresa 
Emerson, Greg Terry, Janice Nicholson, Randy 
Creech, Cassie Waltz, Denise Nicholson-Craig, 
Bill Fudge 

 
-- ALL those who helped with VBS 
last week! (see article); 
-- those who helped at the 
Hospitality Tent at the fair; 

-- the kids & parents who came to VBS/
Children’s Sunday; 
-- Kirsten Webb-Lutes and the VBS kids & Kay 
Bellerud for Special Music; 
-- Jacob Thomas and Candi Milam for the 
Children’s Sermons; 
-- Faith Milam for bringing the sermon on Aug. 
7th; 
-- Ken & Mary Helen Hamilton for the flowers in 
honor of their wedding anniversary! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
BECOMING LIKE CHRIST 

“Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet 
not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t 
be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows.”                                      - Luke 12:6-7 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 
 

AUGUST PRAYER 
Dear Father, I am sorry for ignoring Your Word 
and doing my own thing. Help me to serve You 
and let go of my selfishness by surrendering to 
Your will. In Jesus’ Name, amen. 



DISCIPLE MEN’S BREAKFAST 
The Disciples Men will have their August 
breakfast on Saturday, the 20th, at 8:00 AM in 
the Fellowship Hall. Sign-up to let Theresa 
Emerson know how much to prepare! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCARECROW BOOTH 
In addition to old clothing and accessories (kid 
sizes are great! but all sizes are welcome) for 
the Scarecrow booth on Honeybee weekend, we 
will also need wire hangers and volunteers to 
help. See Coralie Smittkamp or Deena Hasler 
for more information. 
 

NEW DISCIPLES SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The New Disciples Sunday School class will be 
meeting in the Jerusalem Room this Sunday 
immediately following the 9:00 AM worship 
service.  They will continue their study of the 
book of Hebrews starting with chapter 4, verse 
11. Everyone who is looking for a Sunday 
School class is invited to attend!  
 

PHS ARENA 
A 1928 Paris High School arena was found in 
the youth room and we would like to return it to 
the family.  If it is yours, please call the office or 
come in to pick it up. 
 

Thank You! 
Dear FCC Family, Some of the congregation 
know this, but I moved to Greenville, IL to be 
closer to family.  I just wanted to say thank you 
to everyone at FCC for welcoming me back in 
2013 and I will always treasure that I was 
baptized in the church and by Rev. Dixon. God 
bless all of you.                         - Brenda Gosnell 
 
Thank you First Christian Church; The National 
Fire Safety Council, Inc., takes pride in working 
with dedicated fire departments such as yours, 
who are committed to teaching your children and 
community vital fire safety and burn prevention. 
Your generosity will allow your local firefighters 
to distribute these materials to a larger number 
of children and individuals in your area. On 
behalf of your local firefighters, parents, and 
their children, we thank you for recognizing the 
need for this type of life-saving prevention 
program. Your donation may directly save the 
life of a child.                        - Firepup and NFSC 

 
 
 

Good day from the youth of FCC! The summer is 
coming to an end, but the youth of 412 have 
enjoyed many fun times and have built lots of 
great memories together this summer. Two 
weeks ago, 12 youth members went to a 
trampoline park in Champaign and the kids had a 
blast. Then this past week, we cancelled youth 
group in order to encourage the students to go to 
the support memorial service that the high school 
held for Brody Sanders.  
 
If you aren't already praying for our kids, please 
do!! It is so important that we pray for our 
students and the kids of this church daily. The 
things they face are scary and hard, but we can 
help to lighten the burden by praying for them and 
by encouraging them with the truth and love of 
Jesus.  
 
In addition, thank you for everyone's help who 
was here for Vacation Bible School. It truly takes 
the whole church to make the week successful 
and we are so blessed to have so many people 
get on board. We were able to raise $1,029.45 for 
Hopes & Dreams through the VBS offering.  
 
Upcoming Dates:  
August 14- Swimming @ Dick's - 3-5pm - meet at  
     church @ 2:45 to ride on the bus  
August 14- Last day to sign up for Holiday World  
     & provide $50  
August 20- Holiday World - leave at 7am, back  
     around 9pm  
August 21- All church picnic @ 4pm instead of  
     youth group 
August 24- God's Gang planning meeting for  
     anyone interested in being involved - 4:30pm  
August 28- normal youth group @ church - 6- 
     8pm  
 

- Faith Milam, Youth Director 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
è The CWF leadership will have a meeting on 
Thursday, Aug. 11, at 10:00 AM. 
è The Elders will meet on Thursday, Aug. 11 at 
5:00 PM. 
è The Chancel Choir will resume rehearsals on 
Wednesday, Aug. 17, at 6:30 PM. 
è The Trustees will meet on Thursday, Aug. 18 
at 6:00 PM. 
è A God’s Gang Planning meeting will be on 
Wednesday, Aug. 24, at 4:30 PM. 
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MISSION STATEMENT First Christian Church’s mission is 
to grow disciples who are:   
 

   “Believing in Christ, 
Behaving as Christ, 

Becoming like Christ” 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

SERVING SCHEDULE: Aug. 14 continued...   
DEACONESS: Janean Gilliland 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Barbara Dick 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: Nels Kasey 
NURSERY ATTENDANT: Cathy Clawson 
PROJECTION/SOUND: Tony Peel 
AUG. USHERS: Pam L., Randy C., Cindy R. 
AUG. FRIENDSHIP VISITOR: TBA 
SPECIAL MUSIC: Bethanny Lawson 
SCRIPTURE READER: Carter Fox 
SCRIPTURE: James 3:2-12 
SERMON: “How to Tame Your Tongue”  
10:15 AM: New Horizons S.S.  
 
SERVING SCHEDULE:  Aug. 21, 2022    
8:00 AM:  Open Door S.S. & Coffee Bar  
9:00 AM: GREETERS: TBA 
ACOLYTES: TBA 
WORSHIP ELDER: Angel Templeton 
BREAD ELDER: Dwight Robinson 
DEACONS: Team 1, Autumn Kasey, Capt. 
JR. DEACONS: Team #3, Abby Sanders, Capt. 
DEACONESS: Sandy Templeton 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Sammy Milam 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: Faith Milam 
SPECIAL MUSIC: Jane Smittkamp 
SCRIPTURE READER: Carlee Longest 
SCRIPTURE: James 3:13-18 
SERMON: “How to Live with Wisdom” 
10:15 AM: New Horizons S.S. 

SERVING SCHED:  August 14, 2022  
8:00 AM: Open Door S.S. & Coffee Bar 
9:00 AM: GREETERS: TBA 
ACOLYTES: Brady & Abby Sanders 
WORSHIP ELDER: Dennis Thiel  
BREAD ELDER: Angel Templeton 
DEACONS: Team 3, Patty Waters, Capt. 
JR. DEACONS: Team #2, Graham Templeton, Capt. 

ATTENDANCE 
We count because you count 

 

July 31:  9:00-122    Online-views 26/39* 
      Nursery-4  =  TOTAL WORSHIP: 165* 
 TOTAL SS = 20   (Open Door/New Horizons) 

 
Aug. 7:  9:00-105   Online-views 35/53* 

   Nursery-1  =  TOTAL WORSHIP: 159* 
TOTAL SS = 23  (Open Door/New Horizons) 

 

*Per CCIW Regional Office: to allow for additional people watching 
electronically, the formula is - view count x 1.5 

OFFERING TOTAL           July 31         Aug. 7, 2022 
General Fund $4,673.25*� $4,175.35� 
Sunday School 13.00 11.00 
God’s Gang  200.00 
Food Pantry 70.00 250.00 
Choices   200.00 
Emergency Fund  5.00 
Salvation Army  300.00 
VBS-Hopes & Dreams  253.00 
Disciples Missions 575.00* 250.00 
Week of Compassion 50.00* (Ukraine) 300.00 
Xmas in July: Eureka 150.00 
Library Remodel 200.00 100.00 
Life Center 646.00*� 310.00 
Church Bus Fund 500.00 100.00 
Permanent Fund 50.00  
Memorial Fund  25.00 
Building Fund      865.00*       515.00 
TOTAL $7,792.25*� $6,994.35� 
 

Denotes *Electronic Giving ~ �PayPal donation 


